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Dutch Performing Arts is a programme  to promote Dutch music, 
theatre and dance on the international stage. The programme is 
powered by Performing Art Fund NL. 

Questions? Contact Anja Krans, Susanne Moed or Pieter Zeeman: 
mail@dutchperformingarts.nl

dutchperformingarts.nl
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The river Rhine is to the Netherlands what 
the Mississippi means to New Orleans. In 
these ‘low lands’- the delta of Western 
Europe- multiple streams of cultural 
influences have both come down the river and 
in from the sea. They flowed in from Eastern 
and Southern Europe; from its colonial and 
other maritine links with Africa, Asia and 
the Americas. During the 20th century 
political and economic changes led to a new 
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massive influx of migrants. This added legacy profoundly colours 
the contemporary Dutch music world. Besides hosting the biggest 
Eurasian festival on the globe and the biggest Caribbean festival on 
the European continent, you will not only find a hybrid of musics 
from the former colonies Indonesia, Suriname and the Dutch 
Caribbean but also from the Balkans, Cape Verde, Latin America 
and the Mediterranean. In short, Dutch delta sounds. 

Mills & minds
Today the Netherlands are known worldwide for its windmills and 
techno-deejays but what makes its music world spin? Crossovers 
are in fact the present-day world music trademark as well as 
fostering innovative impulses into jazz, classical and pop. 

From the 1980’s on a dynamic scene developed with a wide range 
of artists, festivals, labels and venues. In order to advance and 
promote Dutch world music both domestically and abroad, World 
Music Forum NL was founded (2006). It commissioned exploratory 
research on the world music industry in the Netherlands. The 
results were published in ‘A world of sounds & opportunities’ 
(2012). On the next pages a brief summary of the main facts & 
figures based on this research. 
                                                          Stan Rijven
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4.000 performances 

                         yearly at official venues and festivals
   4.000 estimated informal concerts in party-centers and clubs

         8 main pop venues 
                     (capacity 1000+) program world music acts

60 small pop venues over 50% stage world music

                 amount of festivals in 2013* 
     dance 168   pop 154  
         jazz & blues 54  world 38
    festival visitors in 2013* (in millions)
       pop 5,7   dance 2,7
          world 1,9  jazz & blues 1,5

More about Dutch World 
www.worldmusicforum.nl/dutchworld
Download research ‘A world of sounds & opportunities’: 
www.worldmusicforum.nl/english/item/a-world-of-sounds-and-
opportunites-world-music-in-the-netherlands
                      

Venues and Festivals

Based on ‘A world of sounds & opportunities’ (2012)  
* Festival Monitor 2014

         At least 30 million euros 
                per year of which is spent:

      • over € 15 million on concerts
• between 14 and 21 million euros 
             on sound carriers 
                    (excluding turnover in the informal circuit)

Facts & Figures
   1 million world aficionados 
             equalling the amount of jazz-audiences 
                 (population NL: 16,5 million)

       from all age groups and every strata of society

75% native and 25% born outside the Netherlands

        33% attend two or more performances yearly

     62% use internet as main information source 

Audiences

Turnover
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This session is a follow-up of previous meetings by the Dutch World 
Music Forum NL which  took place at Babel Med 2014 and continued 
at Womex 2014. By constructing a European World Music Index 
(EWMI) a firm tool can be created to make a significant difference 
in drawing up policy and to empower World Music on a European 
scale. The content of an index is generally easy to collect from 
public resources. By data gathered over the years, developments 
and trends become manifest. In order to start up a pilot for the 
EWMI in 2016 several European partner- countries (a.o. Belgium, 
Hungary, Netherlands) have joined in for a short term Creative 
Europe grant application. This program is set up by European Union 
for Europe’s cultural and creative sectors aiming to open up new 
opportunities. During this round- table conference the final partners 
for this European grant will be selected. Issues around constructing 
the EWMI will be discussed such as method, implementation and 
conditions for the grant application in October 2015. It is still possible 
for other EU Member states to participate in the long-term program. 
More info can be found at www.worldmusicforum.nl/english 

          European   World Music 
                                  Index 

    Babel Med              Friday March 27          12.00 am – 13.00 pm  Salle Méditerranée

Exchanging Market Research

 Round table 
conference 



Artists                         stand

Ahaddaf Quartet Mohamed Ahaddaf mo-ahaddaf@hotmail.com  90

Amsterdams Mohamed Chairi chairi@amsterdamsandalusischorkest.nl 90

Andalusisch Orkest

Bazzookas Bas Barnasconi bazz@bazzookas.com +31 6 4992 0817 90

Bazzookas Marcel van Gastel marcel@bazzookas.com +31 6 1313 7676 90

MagrebJazz & SharqiBlues Jan Wouter Oostenrijk info@maghrebjazz.nl +31 6 2752 2715 90

La Manouche Manito  info@manito.biz +31 6 2325 9107 90

Mehmet Polat Trio Mehmet Polat udipolat@gmail.com +31 6 3414 3121 90

NO Blues Anne-Maarten van Heuvelen Anne-Maarten@oninternet.nl +31 6 1191 5178 90

Project Rakija Harm Timmermans harmmoutonfou@gmail.com  90

Project Rakija Igor Sekulovic igorsekulovic@gmail.com  90

      Dutch delegates at     Babel Med 2015

La Manouche

Bazzookas Carel Kraayenhof

Amsterdams Andalusisch Orkest MagrebJazz Lilian VieiraTango Extremo

Project Rakija
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Management/Agencies                                          stand

Arts and Culture  Yassine Boussaid yassine@a-cli.nl +31 6 2522 5844 Amsterdams Andalusisch Orkest, 90   

     Ahaddaf Quartet 

Earth Beat Jerome Williams jerome@earthbeat.nl +31 20 627 9518 ao Jambinai  90

Earth Beat Hyunggun Kim    90

Nahawand Foundation Leila Jaffar jaffar@jaffar.nl +31 6 4628 1057 Omar Bashir    90

Nahawand Foundation Radi Suudi suudi@planet.nl +31 35 628 9849 Omar Bashir    90

Kokako Music Miriam Brenner bookings@kokakomusic.com @miriamsrocking Palenke Soultribe 103

Melo Music Productions Jose Melo jose@melomusic.nl +31 6 5127 7931 Natalie Pires 90

Melo Music Productions S. Climaco melomusicprod@gmail.com   90

ML Music Services Renee Missel info@ml-music.nl +31 6 4042 7423 a.o. Fra Fra Sound, Basadu 5

Summertime Music Edwin Zomer info@summertimemusic.nl +31 6 5392 6397 a.o.  Antonio Castrignano 90

Xango Music Annika Brandenburg info@xangoma.eu +31 6 5099 9123 a.o.  Alma Afrobeat Ensemble, 

     Joana Amendoeira 90

Alma Afrobeat Ensemble

Jungle by Night

Omar Bashir  Arifa Mehmet Polat Trio
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Venues/Festivals     stand

Afrikafestival Hertme Rob Lokin roblokin@gmail.com +31 74 2667989 90

Afrikafestival Hertme Emmy Lokin-Piscaer   90

Amsterdam Roots Festival Frans Goossens info@amsterdamroots.nl +31 20 53 18181 16

Amsterdam Roots Festival / Korzo Danka van Dodewaard dankavandodewaard@gmail.com  90

Bimhuis Huub van Riel info@bimhuis.nl  90

DB Consult/ Culture Connection Jeanneke den Boer jdenboer@jdbc.nl +31 6 1299 1727 90

Holland Festival Jochem Valkenburg info@hollandfestival.nl  90 

Houtfestival Francis de Souza francis@houtfestival.nl  90

Meervaart Yassine Boussaid  yassine@a-cli.nl +31 6 2522 5844 90

Paradiso Agnes Salverda  agnes@paradiso.nl +31 20 626 4521 90

Rasa Martinus Rovers mtbmrovers@versatel.nl +31 30 233 0123 90

The Ex

Maite Hontelé

Ceumar

NO Blues

Rumbatá Beat Band

Mike del FerroAhaddaf Quartet
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Distribution    stand

Xango Music Annika Brandenburg info@xmd.nl +31 6 5099 9123 90 

Organisations
Dutch Performing Arts Pieter Zeeman p.zeeman@dutchperformingarts.nl +31 6 2973 8695 90

Dutch Performing Arts Susanne Moed s.moed@dutchperformingarts.nl +31 6 4141 6338 90

QRA Rob Boonzajer Flaes boonz1@xs4all.nl  90

University Utrecht/ Marloes Stofferis marloesstofferis@hotmail.com +31 6 3389 8915 90 

World Music Network

World Music Forum NL Sonja Heimann sonja@worldmusicforum.nl +31 6 1253 2987 90

World Music Forum NL Stan Rijven  stan@worldmusicforum.nl +31 6 1304 1555 90

World Music Forum NL Emiel Barendsen emiel@worldmusicforum.nl +31 6 5026 1602 90

World Music Forum NL  Silvia Biemans silvia@worldmusicforum.nl +31 6 2323 0285 90

Press
Mixed World Music  Dieter van den Bergh dietervdbergh@gmail.com  90

Mixed World Music  Bas Springer b.springer@hetnet.nl +31 6 4992 0817 90

Mixed World Music Erk Willemsen info@mixedworldmusic.com +31 6 5573 4143 90

Mixed/ VPRO/WMFNL Charlie Crooijmans press@charliecrooijmans.nl  90

Fra Fra Sound Amsterdam Klezmer Band
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Festivals City Location Date Program Website
Afrika Festival Hertme Borne                   Openlucht Theater July african- pop & etno www.afrikafestivalhertme.nl 
                                             (near Enschede)
Amsterdam Roots Festival Amsterdam all over town July afro/latin/urban/world www.amsterdamroots.nl 
Bevrijdingsfestivals main cities open air May 5th  classical/dance/pop/ www.bevrijdingsfestivals.nl
    rock/urban/world
Dias Latinos Amstersfoort Lieve Vrouwenkerkhof August latin www.diaslatinos.nl 
Festival Mundial Tilburg Spoorzone June crossover/pop/urban/world www.festivalmundial.nl 
Flamenco Biennale main cities theatres Jan/Feb flamenco www.flamencobiennale.nl 
Global Music Festival Amsterdam Melkweg April bollywood/latin/rai/world www.globalmusicfestival.nl 
Holland Festival Amsterdam all over town June contemporary/classical/jazz/world www.hollandfestival.nl 
Houtfestival Haarlem Haarlemmerhout June afro/balkan/latin/world www.houtfestival.nl 
Int. Jewish Music Festival  Amsterdam Muziekgebouw a/h IJ Sep jewish tradition/klezmer www.joodsmuziekfestival.nl 
International Gipsy Festival Tilburg Interpolistuin May balkan/gypsyswing/flamenco www.gipsyfestival.nl 
Keti Koti  Amsterdam Oosterpark July caribbean/latin www.ketikotiamsterdam.nl 
Kwakoe Amsterdam Bijlmerpark July/Aug caribbean/latin www.kwakufestival.nl 
Lowlands Biddinghuizen Walibi Holland Aug dance/pop/rock/urban/world www.lowlands.nl 
Music Meeting Nijmegen Park Brakkenstein May/June afro/jazz/latin/world www.musicmeeting.nl 
North Sea Jazz Festival Rotterdam Ahoy July afro/latin/jazz/soul/world www.northseajazzfestival.com
Oerol Terschelling all over the island June pop/rock/theatre/world www.oerol.nl 
Rotterdam Unlimited Rotterdam city centre July caribbean/latin/urban www.rotterdamunlimited.com 
Tong Tong Festival The Hague Malieveld May/June gamelan/indorock/kroncong www.tongtongfestival.nl                    
Viva Brasil Amsterdam Bimhuis/Muziekgebouw a/h IJ July brazilian www.vivabrasil.nl   

Palenke Soultribe

22 23

Main festivals for world music
in the Netherlands

For an extensive list check www.worldmusicforum.nl/dutchworld 
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Venues City                     Program Website
Bimhuis Amsterdam jazz/world www.bimhuis.nl  

Burgerweeshuis Deventer pop/urban/world www.burgerweeshuis.nl 

Carré Amsterdam jazz/pop/world    www.carre.nl

Chasse Theater Breda classical/jazz/pop/world www.chasse.nl 

De Doelen Rotterdam classical/jazz/pop/world www.dedoelen.nl  

De Meervaart Amsterdam classical/jazz/pop/world www.meervaart.nl  

De Vest Alkmaar classical/jazz/pop/world www.theaterdevest.nl  

Doornroosje  Nijmegen pop/urban/world www.doornroosje.nl  

Dr. Anton Philipszaal Den Haag classical/jazz/pop/world www.ldt.nl  

Gebr. De Nobel Leiden pop/rock/world www.gebrdenobel.nl

Grounds Podium/ WMDC Rotterdam urban/world www.grounds.nu  

Het Concertgebouw Amsterdam classical/jazz/pop/world www.concertgebouw.nl  

Korzo The Hague world/contemporary www.korzo.nl 

Lantaren Venster Rotterdam jazz/world/soul www.lantarenvenster.nl  

Melkweg Amsterdam pop/urban/world www.melkweg.nl 

Muziekgebouw a/h IJ Amsterdam classical/jazz/pop/world www.muziekgebouw.nl  

Muziekgebouw Frits Philips Eindhoven classical/jazz/pop/world www.muziekgebouweindhoven.nl 

Muziekstroom Dordrecht classical/world/jazz www.muziekstroomdordrecht.nl 

North Sea Jazz Club Amsterdam jazz/soul/urban/world www.northseajazzclub.com 

Oosterpoort Groningen classical/jazz/pop/world www.de-oosterpoort.nl  

Paard van Troje Den Haag pop/urban/world www.paard.nl  

Paradiso Amsterdam pop/rock/world   www.paradiso.nl  

Podium Mozaiek Amsterdam urban/world www.podiummozaiek.nl  

Rasa Utrecht world www.rasa.nl  

Theaters Tilburg Tilburg classical/jazz/pop/world www.theaterstilburg.nl 

Tivoli Vredenburg Utrecht classical/jazz/pop/world www.tivolivredenburg.nl  

Tolhuistuin Amsterdam pop/urban/world  www.tolhuistuin.nl Fo
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Main venues for world        music in the Netherlands                       
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Buma supports and promotes 
world music from the Netherlands
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If you’re thinking about 
producing your own 
music, think about the 
Sena Music Fund

Are you a professional musician thinking about producing your 
own music but do you lack the funds to pursue your dreams?
The Sena Music Fund is here to help you out! We have helped more 

than 150 musicians to produce their own music. The fund can kick-

start your music career, just simply apply today. Now go forth and 

make music.

For more information and the conditions of applying, go to
www.sena.nl/musicfund



Editors  
Sonja Heimann
Stan Rijven
Design 

Resia Bibo, info@resiabibo.nl
Translation 
Scott Rollins
Production 
Silvia Biemans

World Music Forum NL
PO Box 10105
1001 EC Amsterdam
The Netherlands
info@worldmusicforum.nl
worldmusicforum.nl

The Performing Arts Fund NL is a cultural fund for music, 
music theatre, dance, theatre and festivals in the Netherlands. 
On behalf of the Dutch government the Fund supports all 
kinds of professional performing arts. The Performing Arts 
Fund NL has two grants for persons or organisations residing 
outside the Netherlands.

GRANT FOR DUTCH PRESENTATIONS ABROAD
The Performing Arts Fund NL offers grants to venues and 
festivals abroad for the programming of performances and 
concerts by Dutch companies, ensembles and performers. 
The grant can be applied for by a venue or festival located 
outside the Netherlands with a substantial international 
programme. Deadline: 8 April, 8 July and 7 Octobre 2015.

GRANT FOR COMPOSITION COMMISSION
The Performing Arts Fund NL may award a grant to support 
composition commissions that can contribute to the com-
position climate in the Netherlands. Foreign organisations 
are welcome to apply if they wish to commission a Dutch 
composer. Deadline: 13 May 2015.

MORE INFORMATION 
www.fondspodiumkunsten.nl/en/grants/
+31 (0)70 707 27 00
info@fondspodiumkunsten.nl
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Dutch World at Babel Med 2015
Publication by World Music Forum NL in relation 
to the Dutch World stand and activities during 
Babel Med 2015

With support of

Partners

credits

Photography  Rob Becker, Carlos Breton, Matias Corral, Fred van Diem, 
Govert Driessen, Allard van der Hoek, Eva Koch, Ben Mendes, Renee Missel, 
Camilo Monsalve, Bob Mulder, Eric van Nieuwland, Scott Rotzoll, Radi Suudi, 
Gerard Verschooten, Hanneke Wetzer, HY Wong.
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Meetingpoint and informationdesk
Thursday March 26 – Saturday March 28
stand 90  

Cocktail-time!
Meet the Dutch / Rencontre avec les Hollandais
Thursday March 26 
16.00 hrs stand 90

Round table conference 
Exchanging Market Research:
Towards a 
European World Music Index
Friday March 27 
12.00 - 13.00 hrs Salle Mediterranée

worldmusicforum.nl
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